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Summary:
I. Buying the instrument
a. Include your teacher in the process
b. Talk to double reed specialists
II. Why does it cost so much?
a. They do not sell as fast as guitars or drums, so mass production isn’t really the most efficient
b. The more you spend, the more you can get on your instrument
III. Plastic or Wood?
a. Wood
i. Sounds better
ii. More complex personality
iii. Chosen by professionals
iv. Cracks easily
b. Plastic
i. Especially good for English horns
IV. What to buy?
a. Three things to consider
i. How much money you are willing to spend
ii. Commitment level of the student
iii. Length of time the instrument is going to be used
V. Used versus new
VI. Maintenance
a. Many sources provided for care and maintenance of the oboe
